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Dragonette          
Martina Sorbara, whose musical career began over 30 years ago when she first made waves as a young woman who 
built her own guitars and sewed her own clothes, and later as the electropop sensation Dragonette, has quietly and 
stubbornly woven herself into the fabric of art and culture for more than three decades, both resisting and playing 
with trends in service of a singular, self-defined practice. 

A lauded figure in Canadian music, celebrated by the Junos and admired worldwide for her electronic pop 
work, most notably the massive hit “Hello,” Sorbara’s enduring love of music as a living, shared art form makes her 
appearance at Koerner Hall alongside students feels particularly fitting. Over the course of her career, she has 
collaborated with some of the world’s biggest DJs, including Basement Jaxx, Kaskade, and Galantis, released four 
acclaimed albums such as the Juno-nominated Fixin’ to Thrill and Bodyparts, and headlined shows across the globe. 
From supporting Duran Duran, New Order, Ke$ha, and Miike Snow to performing for tens of thousands at festivals 
like Coachella, Electric Daisy Carnival, Glastonbury, and Lollapalooza, Sorbara’s work has consistently bridged pop 
spectacle and deep musical craft. 

Sorbara first met Don Rooke, the cult band Henry’s frontman and her Tiny Sun collaborator, in the early 
days of her career, performing at a West Coast folk festival before her eventual foray into the EDM world. Though 
Rooke, a quietly influential lap-steel indie guitarist who has recorded with Mary Margaret O’Hara, Cowboy Junkies, 
Sylvia Tyson, and Gordie Sampson, would later diverge stylistically from Sorbara, the two remained steady 
presences in each other’s lives. 

After Sorbara and her former husband and longtime musical partner separated, Don and Martina’s 
connection deepened through small, experimental folk fragments Rooke began sharing. Needing an outlet, Sorbara 
wrote brief, elegiac songs in response – material Rooke had, in fact, been developing in parallel with the project’s 
third collaborator, film-score writer, producer, and composer Jonathan Goldsmith, a four-time Gemini Award–winning 
force in Canadian television. 

Over the course of a decade, the trio assembled a full album: 17 experimental tracks, each under two 
minutes, unfolding like framed artworks – shaped from instrumental sketches passed back and forth via email. Tiny 
Sun was born. 
About Tiny Sun: Love is an experience that exists outside of time. When it ends, reality rushes back in, and time 
reveals itself in unimaginably harsh ways. What once felt suspended becomes measured; every moment is newly 
felt. Tiny Sun, a collaboration between Dragonette, Henry’s frontman Don Rooke, and film score writer and arranger 
Jonathan Goldsmith, uses time as both constraint and subject. With every piece clocking in at under two minutes, 
duration becomes the only prevailing constant. These brief compositions sharpen the ache and ghostliness of love 
lost, mirroring the way memory arrives in fragments: intense, fleeting, and impossible to hold. 
 

 



Jim McGrath         
Conductor 
Jim McGrath is a Toronto-based composer, arranger, and conductor best known for his film and television work, 
which includes Degrassi: The Next Generation, CBC’s Republic of Doyle, and The Kids in the Hall’s Death Comes to 
Town. Theatrical features include Tulipani: Love, Honour & a Bicycle (directed by Oscar-winning director Mike van 
Diem); Foolproof, starring Ryan Reynolds; and Treed Murray, nominated for five Genie Awards. The score for Treed 
Murray went on to win Gold in the Film Festival in Mar del Plata, Argentina. 

McGrath has orchestrated and conducted film scores with the Munich Symphony, the Salt Lake Symphony, 
the London Philharmonia, and the City of Prague Philharmonic. He has also written arrangements for such recording 
artists as Tom Cochrane (Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra), Ian Thornley and Big Wreck (Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra), the Tower of Power Horns, Chantal Kreviazuk, Strippers Union, Sarah Slean, Madeleine Peyroux, Brent 
Carver, Colin James, Tom Wilson, Steven Page, Bahamas, and the Art of Time Ensemble. 

Jim has also written extensively for the concert stage. His compositions have been performed by a wide 
range of ensembles, including Ottawa’s Thirteen Strings, Montreal Chamber Orchestra, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony, Hamilton Philharmonic, True North Brass, Red Deer Symphony Orchestra, Mississauga Symphony, and 
Ontario Philharmonic. 
 
Royal Conservatory Orchestra        
Joaquin Valdepeñas, Resident Conductor  
The Royal Conservatory Orchestra (RCO), part of the Temerty Orchestral Program, is widely regarded as an 
outstanding ensemble and one of the best training orchestras in North America. Four renowned conductors work with 
the RCO each season, allowing Glenn Gould School students to gain experience through professional rehearsal and 
performance conditions. A full week of rehearsals culminates in a Koerner Hall performance under the batons of such 
distinguished guest conductors as Sir Roger Norrington, former Ihnatowycz Chair in Piano Leon Fleisher, Bramwell 
Tovey, Johannes Debus, Peter Oundjian, Gábor Takács-Nagy, Ivars Taurins, Tania Miller, Andrei Feher, Mario 
Bernardi, Richard Bradshaw, Nathan Brock, Julian Kuerti, Uri Mayer, Tito Muñoz, András Keller, Earl Lee, Naomi 
Woo, William Eddins, and Lior Shambadal. With four annual performances, participation in the RCO ensures that 
instrumental students in the Bachelor of Music and the Artist Diploma Program of The Glenn Gould School graduate 
with extensive orchestral performance experience. Additionally, winners of The Robert W. and G. Ann Corcoran 
Concerto Competition have the opportunity to appear each year as soloists with the RCO. Graduates of the RCO 
have joined the ranks of the greatest orchestras in the world, including the Cleveland Orchestra, the Metropolitan 
Opera Orchestra, the BBC Orchestra, the Israel Philharmonic, the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra, Tafelmusik, the Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the 
Calgary Philharmonic, the Quebec Symphony Orchestra, the Hallé Orchestra of Manchester, the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic, the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, and Leipzig Gewandhaus. In addition to performances in Koerner 
Hall, the RCO has performed on numerous occasions at the Isabel Bader Performing Arts Centre in Kingston, has 
been heard repeatedly on the national broadcasts of the CBC Radio, and in May 2024 made its Carnegie Hall debut 
under Maestro Peter Oundjian. 
The RCO’s Resident Conductor, Joaquin Valdepeñas, is supported by a generous gift from Robert & Ann Corcoran. 
 
Dragonette made her Royal Conservatory debut during the Royal Occasion on April 24, 2025. Jim McGrath is making 
his Conservatory debut. 
 
 
 
 
 


