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YouthBeat - A Fun, Engaging Way to Learn Music Basics                        for Grades 6-8 

It’s challenging to teach Grade 6-8 students music basics in an engaging way, using only 
textbooks and audio files.  

YouthBeat offers an engaging, easy-to-deploy solution. Students explore musical elements and 
patterns hands-on, as they create melodies, rhythms, and short musical sequences using 
an innovative web app.  

YouthBeat students are empowered to apply learning to whatever style of music interests 
them, making this a culturally responsive music program. 

YouthBeat uses an intuitive music visualization that speeds learning and encourages 
creative experimentation, leading to confidence-building results for all students. 
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Basic Information 

YouthBeat is a free online program intended for use in Grade 6-8 music classrooms.  

The program consists of 55 short self-study modules which progressively explore rhythm, 
timbre, volume and tempo, chords, melodies, and sequences. Each tutorial explores a 
specific technique involved in creating music, such as how melodies sync with the pitches 
in chords. 

YouthBeat uses a clock face-like representation of music that makes 
it easy to transfer a musical idea students hear in their head to 
the app. Once transferred, the musical idea can be easily 
manipulated using a variety of editing tools, opening up 
opportunities for learning and for creating longer sections of 
music. 

❖ There are two web-based resources in the program: a set of focused interactive 

tutorials (learning), and a personal portfolio (creating) 

❖ In a typical session, students first complete one or two of the short tutorial 

activities, then open their personal portfolio to apply learning to a creative project 

of their own choosing 

❖ There are no algorithms that lead to students skipping vital steps: students ‘own’ 

every note or idea they create, and demonstrate pride of authorship 

❖ YouthBeat students readily take an interest in each other’s musical ideas and give 

and receive suggestions for improvement. 

 

Setting the class up for success 

Each YouthBeat activity takes just 10-15 minutes, allowing lots of time for creative 
application.  

There is enough material (55 tutorials) to fill out an entire school year.  

The program is most effective when students work in pairs or small groups; this also 
reduces the number of devices needed 
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The program is easy to deploy in the classroom: 

• There are no student logins; privacy and security are protected 

• The tutorials are fully interactive 

• Evaluation tools are included 

• Musical concepts are explained in simple language 

• A printable glossary of terms is provided 

 

Technology 

YouthBeat consists of a classroom set of tutorials and a student portfolio tool. The 
classroom set of tutorials is fully interactive 

Students complete one or two tutorial activities using the classroom URL, then open their 

personal YouthBeat portfolio and apply what they’ve learned to their own creative project; 

• The personal portfolio URL is automatically generated the first time a student opens 

the YouthBeat app URL [→click here] and saves work by pressing the Save Pattern 

button 

• Students need to bookmark this personal URL and work from the same device each 

class - work is saved to the device 

• Student work is saved in groups of up to 8 patterns, called Sets. Students select the 

Set number, then click ‘Save Pattern’. Clicking the Set number will load any work 

saved in that location. There are 8 set numbers 

• An ‘export’ button is used to share work with others, or to archive completed 

projects. Once the contents of the portfolio have been exported, students can over-

write them with new material 

• Students need to bookmark the exported URL to share it with others or go back to 

it later 

 

https://youthbeat.rcmusic.com/
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Evaluating Success  

To help evaluate the program’s success, we suggest asking students to create a culminating 
project - a short piece of music. As they work on the piece, you can ask them to write down 
all the choices they make and explain why: the process of writing out the ideas behind their 
piece makes evaluation easier. 

We recommend using these evaluation questions: 

• Did students understand what was expected of them? 

• Did they grasp new music-related vocabulary, putting it into terms they could 

understand? 

• Did they try more than one way of applying the main musical idea? - Good results 

depend on students being opened to exploring 

• Did they show their work and thinking when completing their projects? 

• Were they able to offer constructive feedback to their partner? 

 

Conclusion 

YouthBeat is an easy-to-deploy solution to the challenge of making music basics engaging. 

Students are empowered by the hands-on learning approach and inspired by the freedom to 
apply learning to projects and styles of their own choosing. 

With its short self-study modules, YouthBeat is the perfect complement to a busy 
instrumental music program. It can also be used as a stand-alone program for general 
music classes in Grades 6-8. 
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Support 

→ You have a question that’s not covered here or in the Teacher Notes?  

Please email shelley.macdonald@rcmusic.ca or shaun.elder@rcmusic.ca and we’ll respond within 
one school day 

 

→ Want help giving feedback on student projects?  

We’d be delighted to help, either asynchronously or via a virtual classroom visit. Simply 
contact shelley.macdonald@rcmusic.ca or shaun.elder@rcmusic.ca 

 

→ If you’d be more comfortable getting a quick run through of the program, sign up for a 
free webinar. 

 

 

Welcome to YouthBeat! 
 


