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Official Syllabi of The Royal Conservatory 

These free online resources outline the curricula for flute, clarinet, saxophone, and trumpet for the 
Preparatory to ARCT Levels of The RCM Certificate Program. Each syllabus includes an extensive 
listing of repertoire organized by musical style, historical era, or genre.
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Series Level Flute 
Repertoire

Flute 
Repertoire 
Recordings

Flute Etudes Flute 
Technique

Flute 
Orchestral 
Excerpts

Preparatory Level    
Level 1    
Level 2     
Level 3     
Level 4     
Level 5     
Level 6     
Level 7     
Level 8     
Level 9  
Level 10  
Associate Diploma (ARCT) 

Unparalleled in scope, the Flute Series, 2010 Edition offers all the music flutists want in one  
complete collection! This progressive series includes fundamental Repertoire and supporting Etudes,  

Recordings, Technique, and Orchestral Excerpts. The richness of music carefully selected for this  
compilation will resonate with teachers and students at every level of study.

Introduction to 

Flute Series, 2010 Edition 
(Overtones: A Comprehensive Flute Series)

The Flute Series, 2010 Edition serves as the official material for  
The RCM Certificate Program.

Guide to Levels and Components for the Flute Series, 2010 Edition:

Level List A List B List C

Preparatory Level–Level 1 Rhythmic Repertoire Lyrical Repertoire

Level 2–4 Baroque and Classical 
Repertoire

Romantic, 20th-, and 21st-
century Repertoire

Level 5–8 Baroque and Classical 
Repertoire

Romantic, 20th-, and 21st-
century Repertoire

Unaccompanied Repertoire 
(Baroque–Contemporary) 

Flute Repertoire 
With this Repertoire collection, flutists will acquire a 
heightened appreciation for their instrument by learning 
pieces written for flutists, by flutists. From elementary works 
by Robert Dick, Kathryn Cernauskas, Paul Horn, and  

 

Susan Piltch, to more advanced repertoire by Gary 
Schocker, and Robert Aitken, flutists will enjoy exploring 
and extending their musical palette.
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Flute Recordings 
Recordings of each piece in the Repertoire and Etudes 
volumes offer inspiration, a model for performance practice, 
and the opportunity to play along with some of North 
America’s finest flutists and accompanists at home.  

 

The instructions to access these recordings online are 
conveniently provided in the corresponding Repertoire  
and Etudes books.

Flute Technique 
Flute Technique has been designed to assist students in 
building a technical foundation gradually and logically from 
the very first level of study (Preparatory) through  
to the advanced stages of musical development (Level  
10). The technical exercises are selected and organized to 
complement the repertoire, etudes, and orchestral excerpts  

 

that students are learning at the same level, and to prepare 
adequately for the challenges of the next level. By studying 
the material in their level over the course of the year, 
students should find that they are well prepared to meet 
these challenges.

Flute Etudes 
The two volumes of Flute Etudes (Preparatory–4 and 5–8) 
contain pieces that have been carefully selected to introduce 
an extensive range of styles and lay a solid foundation
for the technique required in the corresponding level of 
repertoire. Emphasis has been placed on balancing

 
traditional etudes with jazzy selections, imaginative 
character pieces, and innovative compositions that  
introduce extended technique and graphic notation.

Flute Orchestral Excerpts 
Orchestral Excerpts is a unique compilation designed  
to introduce the younger flute students to the world 
of orchestral repertoire while offering more advanced 
players the essential selections they will invariably need 
for auditions. This single volume also serves as a general 
study resource for cultivating a solid grounding in standard 
orchestral literature. Carefully selected to cover a range of  

 

styles and eras, these excerpts were chosen as music for their 
technical demands as for their beauty. From Dvořák and 
Haydn to Debussy, Prokofiev, Beethoven, and Stravinsky, 
students can explore both familiar and less familiar works 
to grasp a better understanding of the flute’s role within an 
orchestra. 
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Title Composer

Le carnaval des animaux: 7. Aquarium Camille Saint-Saëns 

Nutcracker Suite: Overture Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky 

Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, op. 46: I Edvard Grieg

Brandenburg Concerto No. 4, BWV 1049: III Johann Sebastian Bach 

Symphony No. 6 (“Pastoral”), op. 68: I, II Ludwig van Beethoven 

Symphonie fantastique: V Hector Berlioz

Die Zauberflöte: “Wie stark ist nicht dein Zauberton” Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune Claude Debussy

Guillaume Tell: Overture Gioachino Rossini 

Incidental Music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream, op. 61: Scherzo Felix Mendelssohn

Flute Series, 2010 Edition



9

This new series offers a sequential approach to the study of clarinet from the beginner to advanced  
levels. With a progressive collection of Repertoire, Recordings, Etudes, Technique, and  
Orchestral Excerpts, the Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition provides complete support  

for teachers and students at every level of study.

Introduction to 

Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition  
The Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition serves as the official material for  

The RCM Certificate Program.

Guide to Levels and Components for the Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition:

Clarinet Repertoire 
Nine progressive volumes of Repertoire expose students 
to a wealth of music from the earliest works for clarinet 
to accompanied and unaccompanied contemporary 
compositions. Students will explore some of the most 

 

definitive solo pieces written for clarinet, along with
popular folk tunes, Klezmer melodies, Classical solos, and 
contemporary compositions that incorporate traditional and 
extended techniques.

Level List A List B

Preparatory Level–Level 8 Rhythmic Repertoire Lyrical Repertoire

Series Level Clarinet 
Repertoire

Clarinet 
Repertoire 
Recordings

Clarinet 
Etudes

Clarinet 
Technique

Clarinet 
Orchestral 
Excerpts

Preparatory Level    
Level 1    
Level 2    
Level 3    
Level 4    
Level 5    
Level 6    
Level 7     
Level 8     
Level 9   
Level 10   
Associate Diploma (ARCT)  
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Clarinet Recordings 
Quality recordings by some of North America’s finest 
clarinetists and accompanists complement each Repertoire 
book. Both performance and accompaniment-only tracks  
for each Repertoire selection offer students a model for 

 

performance practice and the convenience of accompanied
rehearsal at home.

Clarinet Etudes 
Two volumes (Preparatory–4, 5–8) offer a context for the 
development of technique and musicality at every level of 
study. Each selection addresses a specific technical skill while 
providing further opportunity to practice expression, 

 

tone production, and encourage the sequential development
of articulation, rhythm, and range. 

Clarinet Technique 
One cumulative volume of Technique includes scales and 
arpeggios with recommended tempos and articulations. 
With opportunities to extend and vary their daily practice  
 

 

routine, clarinetists may reinforce the skills required in each
corresponding level of Repertoire and Etudes.

Clarinet Orchestral Excerpts 
A companion volume to the Repertoire, and Etudes books,
this progressive volume of Orchestral Excerpts is an  
excellent resource for examination or audition preparation.
Featuring some of the most notable excerpts for clarinet, 

 

this publication will become a treasured addition to every
clarinetist’s library for years to come.

Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition
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Title Composer

Die Hebriden, op. 26: Overture Felix Mendelssohn 

Symphony No. 39, K 543: II Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Symphonie fantastique: III Hector Berlioz

Symphony No. 6 (“Pastoral”), op. 68: I Ludwig van Beethoven 

Semiramide: Overture Gioachino Rossini 

Prélude à l’après midi d’une faune Claude Debussy

Symphony No. 1, op. 39: I Jean Sibelius

Scheherazade, op. 35 Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov 

Suite de l’oiseau de feu: Variation de l’oiseau de feu Igor Stravinsky

Symphony No. 6 (“Pathétique”): I Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky

Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition
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Unparalleled in scope, this groundbreaking series for E♭ Alto and B♭ Tenor offers a single collection of  
Repertoire and supporting materials written or arranged specifically for saxophone. With Repertoire  

spanning from the Baroque to contemporary eras, Recordings, Etudes, Technique, and Orchestral  
Excerpts, this comprehensive series serves as a balanced and organized pedagogical resource from the  

beginner to advanced levels of study.

Introduction to 

Saxophone Series, 2014 Edition  
The Saxophone Series, 2014 Edition serves as the official material for  

The RCM Certificate Program.

Guide to Levels and Components for the Saxophone Series, 2014 Edition:

Saxophone Repertoire 
Nine progressive volumes of Repertoire expose students to 
original works and arrangements of diverse styles from W.A. 
Mozart to Violet Archer, with selected works by notable 
jazz artist Paul Desmond and living composer Phil Woods. 
Each level provides opportunities to explore Baroque, 
Classical, Romantic, and contemporary works, with original, 
unaccompanied selections from Levels 5 through 8 that use 
extended techniques such as multiphonics, key clicks, 

 

and bisbigliando. Earlier works pre-dating the origin of the
saxophone have been carefully arranged with consideration 
of the unique quality of the instrument. Exposure to these 
works helps to develop musicianship and an understanding 
of tonality, creating well-rounded and versatile performers. 
Selections written for both E♭ Alto and B♭ Tenor Saxophone 
include piano accompaniments that function with both 
instruments.

Series Level Saxophone 
Repertoire

Saxophone 
Repertoire 
Recordings

Saxophone 
Etudes

Saxophone 
Technique

Saxophone 
Orchestral 
Excerpts

Preparatory Level    
Level 1    
Level 2    
Level 3    
Level 4    
Level 5    
Level 6    
Level 7     
Level 8     
Level 9  
Level 10  
Associate Diploma (ARCT) 

Level List A List B List C

Preparatory Level–Level 1 Rhythmic Repertoire Lyrical Repertoire

Level 2–4 Mainly Transcriptions Mainly Original Repertoire 
for Saxophone

Level 5–8 Mainly Transcriptions Mainly Original Repertoire 
for Saxophone

Unaccompanied Repertoire 
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Saxophone Recordings 
Online access to quality recordings by some of North 
America’s finest saxophonists and accompanists are included 
with the purchase of each Repertoire book. Both performance 

 

and accompaniment tracks for each Repertoire selection
offer students a model for performance practice and the 
convenience of accompanied rehearsal at home.

Saxophone Etudes 
Two volumes of Saxophone Etudes (Preparatory–4 and 5–8) 
provide additional works in a broad range of styles, each 
with a specific technical focus. The Etudes support 

 

students in their study of the Repertoire selections and help
them to develop into technically, stylistically, and musically 
competent performers. 

Saxophone Technique 
This thoughtfully organized compilation of scales and 
arpeggios presents the fundamentals of technique within an 
appropriate range for each level. Each level builds upon and 

 

reinforces the development of articulation, rhythm, tone,
and intonation.

Saxophone Orchestral Excerpts 
One volume of Orchestral Excerpts includes many of the 
most well-known and influential excerpts written for 
saxophone, including contemporary orchestral works and 
traditional band repertoire by composers such as Gershwin  

 

and Vaughan Williams. This book provides required
selections for assessments or auditions and serves as a 
fundamental resource for standard ensemble repertoire.

Saxophone Series, 2014 Edition
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Title Composer

Gayne Ballet Suite No. 3: V Aram Khachaturian

Symphonic Suite from the Opera Lulu: I Alban Berg

Symphonia domestica Richard Strauss

Pictures at an Exhibition: II Modest Mussorgsky, arr. Maurice Ravel

Porgy and Bess: A Symphonic Picture George Gershwin, arr. Robert Russell Bennett

Rhapsody in Blue George Gershwin, arr. Ferde Grofé

Façade Suite No. 2: II, IV, V William Walton

Job (A Masque for Dancing): IV, VI Ralph Vaughan Williams

Symphony No. 6: I, III Ralph Vaughan Williams

Swingin’ for the Fences Gordon Goodwin

Saxophone Series, 2014 Edition
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A comprehensive pedagogical resource, the Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition addresses the need for  
a single collection of quality music materials to foster development from the beginner to advanced  

levels. With Repertoire, Etudes, Recordings, Technique, and Orchestral Excerpts, this series offers a  
balanced and organized course of study for the aspiring virtuoso.

Introduction to 

Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition  
The Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition serves as the official material for  

The RCM Certificate Program.

Guide to Levels and Components for the Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition:

Trumpet Repertoire 
Nine volumes of Repertoire have been carefully selected to 
encourage a singing approach to trumpet playing. A wealth 
of folk songs, transcriptions, and arrangements of well-
known repertoire at the early levels assist in the development 
of tone and flow of air, preparing students for the Baroque, 
Classical, and 19th- through 21st-century 

 

repertoire found in the intermediate through advanced levels. 
Throughout the series, special attention has been given to 
issues of range, dynamics, and articulation, aimed at steady 
technical progress with exposure to a wide range of styles 
and musical eras.

Series Level Trumpet 
Repertoire

Trumpet 
Repertoire 
Recordings

Trumpet Etudes 
and Technique

Trumpet 
Orchestral 
Excerpts

Preparatory Level   
Level 1   
Level 2   
Level 3   
Level 4   
Level 5   
Level 6   
Level 7   
Level 8    
Level 9 
Level 10 
Associate Diploma (ARCT) 

Level List A List B

Preparatory Level–Level 4 Rhythmic Repertoire Lyrical Repertoire

Level 5–Level 8 Baroque and Classical Repertoire 19th-, 20th-, and 21st-century
Repertoire
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Trumpet Recordings 
Quality recordings by some of North America’s finest 
trumpeters and accompanists are included with the  
purchase of each Repertoire book. Both performance  

 

and accompaniment tracks for each Repertoire selection
offer students a model for performance practice and the 
convenience of accompanied rehearsal at home.

Trumpet Etudes 
Two volumes of Trumpet Etudes (Preparatory–4 and 5–8) 
organize music by style. Lyrical Etudes facilitate excellence 
of tone; Technical Etudes promote the development of 
articulation, rhythm, and range, while continuing to focus on 

 

phrasing and sound production. The Etudes have been chosen
equally for their reflection of these pedagogical priorities and 
their musical interest. 

Trumpet Technique 
One volume of Trumpet Technique introduces scales and 
arpeggios in a sequential approach, presenting technique 
fundamentals within an appropriate range for each level.  

 

Mouthpiece buzzing is encouraged throughout the course 
of study to aid in the development of aural ability, warm 
sound, and intonation.

Trumpet Orchestral Excerpts 
One volume of Orchestral Excerpts includes many of  
the most well-known and influential excerpts written  
for trumpet. With selections from orchestral repertoire, 
traditional band repertoire by notable composers such  
as Shostakovich, Strauss, Tchaikovsky, and Holst, and 
significant brass quintet pieces, this book provides required   

 

selections for examinations and auditions. It also serves as a 
general study resource for developing a solid grounding in 
standard ensemble repertoire. The excerpts were carefully 
chosen for their technical importance and artistic value, and 
reflect a broad range of musical styles and eras. 

Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition
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Title Composer

Capriccio Italien, op. 45 Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky 

First Suite for Military Band, op. 28, no. 1: II Gustav Holst

Carmen: Prelude to act 1 Georges Bizet

Leonore Overture No. 2, op. 72a Ludwig van Beethoven 

Scheherazade, op. 35: II, III, IV Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov 

The Nutcracker, op. 71: March, Chocolate (Spanish Dance),  
Dance of the Mirlitons Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky

Nocturnes: II Claude Debussy 

An American in Paris George Gershwin 

Ein Heldenleben, op. 40 Richard Strauss

Pictures at an Exhibition: VI Modest Mussorgsky, arr. Maurice Ravel

Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition



33

Flute Series, 2010 Edition
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 • Symphony No. 4 (“Italian”), op. 90: IV

op. 125: IV

Level 2

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
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Clarinet Series, 2014 Edition



37



38

op. 100: IV
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Saxophone Series, 2014 Edition
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Theme and Variations (Excerpt)
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Trumpet Series, 2013 Edition
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Level 10
Group 1: Orchestral Parts



Celebrate Theory, 2016 Edition
Preparatory to ARCT

Celebrate Theory builds music literacy from the very first lesson and deepens students’ 
enjoyment and understanding of the music they hear and play. By integrating music theory 
with practical study, students develop well-rounded musicianship skills in an interactive and 
engaging way. It encompasses rudiments, harmony, counterpoint, analysis, and music history, 
and has been carefully written to enhance the skills of aural awareness, analytical thinking, 
and creativity.

RCM Online Ear Training
The RCM Online Ear Training tool helps students 
improve their practical ear-training skills with 
exercises for identifying intervals, chords, and chord 
progressions as well as rhythm clapback and melody 
playback. The online tool includes interactive activities 
with musical examples. Feedback and hints support 
student success.

To purchase and for more information,  
go to rcmusic.com/ShopEarTraining
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