
SEAT NAMING

HONOUR SOMEONE SPECIAL 
NAME A SEAT IN KOERNER HALL

Every Seat
Tell s a Story



KOERNER HALL

Hailed by The Globe and Mail as “the temple of tone” and The Toronto Star as 
“the best concert venue in Toronto,” Koerner Hall opened in 2009 to tremendous 
applause. With its top N1 acoustical rating and stunning visual aesthetics, the hall 
attracts celebrated artists from all over the world and provides The Royal Conservatory’s 
own students with a magnificent venue in which to make their debuts. 



Forever Yours
Create a lasting tribute to someone whose 

love of music you wish to honour — a parent, teacher,

child or friend, or express your own passion 

for music by naming a seat or row in Koerner Hall.

You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full amount of your gift according to standards as defined by the Canada Revenue Agency.  
The Royal Conservatory’s Charitable Registration Number is 107935413 RR0001.

EVERY SEAT TELLS A STORY

Naming a seat is a meaningful and thoughtful way to
connect your personal experience or memories with the
rich history of The Royal Conservatory and one of the
world’s most treasured performance halls, Koerner Hall.

It ensures that you or someone special in your life will
remain forever part of The Royal Conservatory, and provides
an opportunity to celebrate a life committed to music 
and the arts. An engraved inscription that tells your unique
story will be attached to the seat or row of your choice.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Your gift helps The Royal Conservatory advance our mission
to develop human potential through leadership in music and
arts education.Your commitment allows The Conservatory
to transform the lives of Canadians in many ways, including:

• advancing early childhood development
• improving academic achievement in public schools
through innovative arts-based learning

• developing the talents of Canada’s most gifted 
young musicians

• attracting internationally renowned performing 
artists from around the world at Koerner Hall

• fostering wellness in the elderly

MUSIC LOVERS TAKE YOUR SEAT

Seats and rows are available to be named at three 
levels depending on their location in Koerner Hall 
and proximity to the stage:

Seats:
Bronze ($2,500), Silver ($5,000), Gold ($10,000)

Rows:
Bronze ($15,000), Silver ($20,000), Gold ($25,000)

In recognition of your gift, we are also pleased to offer: 

• Recognition on our Main DonorWall
• Recognition in Conservatory publications
• Invitations to Conservatory events
• Receipt of our newsletter for supporters,Motif

Gifts to name a seat or row can be pledged or paid in full.

The Royal Conservatory thanks those individuals

and organizations that have chosen to name 

a seat or row in Koerner Hall and welcome them 

to The Royal Conservatory family.



IN CELEBRATION

Beth Nowers and
Jack Curtin

“We both have great admiration and 
respect for Michael and Sonja Koerner, 

and we also have great regard for architect
Marianne McKenna and the work of her firm.

Supporting their wonderful contribution 
to Toronto’s cultural scene was a very

appropriate way to celebrate our personal
event in the context of a civic space.”

BETH NOWERS

With their fifth wedding anniversary approaching,
Beth Nowers wanted to find a unique and lasting way to
celebrate the event and honour her husband, Jack Curtin.
As lifelong music lovers and committed supporters of
The Royal Conservatory, naming a seat in Koerner Hall
presented the perfect opportunity for Beth to create
a permanent tribute to her husband on the occasion of
their anniversary while supporting an organization with
which they share a special relationship.

Beth and Jack both strongly feel that Koerner Hall
profoundly enriched Toronto’s cultural community and
leveraged Canada’s reputation on the world stage for
excellence in the performing arts. They have tremendous
admiration for Marianne McKenna, who designed the hall
and oversaw its construction, as well as Michael and
Sonja Koerner, whose generosity was instrumental in
bringing the project to completion.

SEAT 3 • ROW P
ORCHESTRA LEVEL • KOERNER HALL

IN CELEBRATION OF BETH’S HUSBAND 
ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR FIFTH 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY,
THE PLAQUE IS INSCRIBED:

JACK CURTIN



IN HONOUR

Dr. Neville and
Senator 

Vivienne Poy
“I love music in all forms and cannot imagine 

man’s existence without it. It enhances 
our appreciation of the beauty of nature 

and our enjoyment of life.”

DR. NEVILLE POY

Neville and Vivienne Poy share a strong belief in the
transformative power and critical importance of music.

As long time supporters of The Royal Conservatory, 
the Poys also recognize the tremendous value of music
in an educational setting as a catalyst for learning and
expression.“We now also understand the important
role of music in facilitating the learning process,” says
Neville.“I encourage all parents to provide their children
with opportunities for music appreciation by enabling
their participation in and enjoyment of music.”

Neville and Vivienne chose to name two seats in
Koerner Hall to create a permanent testament to their
lifelong love of music, and to contribute to the work
and success of The Conservatory.

SEATS 5 AND 6 • ROW A
ORCHESTRA LEVEL • KOERNER HALL

IN HONOUR OF NEVILLE AND 
VIVIENNE’S COMMITMENT 

TO THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY,
THE PLAQUES ARE INSCRIBED:

MUSIC REPLENISHES LIFE
DR. NEVILLE AND SENATOR VIVIENNE POY



IN TRIBUTE

Deborah Divine
“Music is her first love and will always 

be her first love; thankfully she gave that gift
to us. I wanted her to have a legacy in music,
and this was the perfect way for me to do it.

It has been an inspirational experience.”

DEBORAH DIVINE

For her mother’s 80th birthday, Deborah Divine didn’t just
want to give any gift; she wanted to create a permanent
legacy for the woman whose extraordinary voice once
filled the halls of The Royal Conservatory and inspired
generations of her family. Naming a seat in Koerner Hall
in honour of Patricia Divine was the perfect way for
Deborah to ensure her mother’s inspiring talent and
passion would be forever remembered within the
building where she found so much joy.

Patricia began studying at The Royal Conservatory shortly
after moving to Toronto in the 1940s from Providence,
Rhode Island. Ernesto Vinci, one of The Conservatory’s
most legendary faculty members in voice and founder of
The Banff Centre’s internationally acclaimed opera program,
was at the height of his teaching career and able to take
Patricia on as a pupil. Unfortunately, despite her incredible
gift and potential to be a great performer, as a young
newlywed Patricia and her husband were no longer able 
to afford lessons.

Although her career as a singer could never be realized,
Patricia passed on her love of music to both her children
and grandchildren: Deborah and her own two children with
husband Eugene Levy are all avid musicians and possess
the same passion that drove Patricia to continue singing
throughout her life for her own personal enjoyment.

SEAT 13 • ROW H 
ORCHESTRA LEVEL • KOERNER HALL

IN TRIBUTE TO DEBORAH’S MOTHER,
THE PLAQUE IS INSCRIBED:

IN HONOUR OF OUR MOTHER
PATRICIA TYLER DIVINE

SINGER AND LOVER OF ALL MUSIC



IN MEMORY

Jenifer and
Stephen McDonald

“My mother always spoke of her time at 
The Conservatory as the best time of her life.
She was very proud to have had a singing

career – to be able to earn a living by singing.”

JENIFER HOSACK McDONALD

Sylvia Cockram Hosack sang her way through life. During
the 1940s, Sylvia studied at The Royal Conservatory under
the tutelage of Healey Willan, also known as the “Dean
of Canadian composers,” graduating in 1948 with an
ARCT diploma in vocal studies.

Jenifer and her husband Stephen wanted to honour
Sylvia after she passed away. They decided to make 
a gift that would allow them to permanently remember
Sylvia’s life and acknowledge her love of music by 
naming four seats in Koerner Hall in her memory.

”The Conservatory is where her soul was,” says Jenifer.
It was the place where her passion for music was 
born and nurtured, and it was the perfect place to 
pay tribute to her life. And if she was still here, Jenifer
muses, she would have loved to have seen the new
building – especially the magnificent Koerner Hall.

SEATS 12 – 15 • ROW C 
ORCHESTRA LEVEL • KOERNER HALL

IN MEMORY OF JENIFER’S MOTHER,
THE PLAQUE IS INSCRIBED: 

FOR SYLVIA COCKRAM HOSACK
CLASS OF 1948

JENIFER & STEPHEN McDONALD
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SEAT NAMING

For more information, 
please contact us at
416.408.2824 x446 or
nameyourseat@rcmusic.ca


